courts of princes and the cottages of shepherds : they serve
to revive and animate the dead calm of poor or idle lives,
and to allay or divert the violent passions and perturba-
tions of the greatest and the busiest men. And both these
effects are of equal use to human life : for the mind of
man is like the sea, which is neither agreeable to the be-
holder nor the voyager in a calm or in a storm, but is so
to both when a little agitated by gentle gales ; and so the
mind, when moved by soft and easy passions and affec-
tions. I know very well that many, who pretend to be wise
by the forms of being grave, are apt to despise both poetry
and music as toys and trifles too light for the use or
entertainment of serious men; but whoever find them-
selves wholly insensible to these charms, would, I think,
do well to keep their own counsel, for fear of reproaching
their own temper, and bringing the goodness of their
natures, if not of their understandings, into question : it
may be thought an ill sign, if not an ill constitution, since
some fathers went so far as to esteem the love of music a
sign of predestination, as a thing divine, and reserved for
the felicities of Heaven itself. While the world lasts, I
doubt not but the pleasure and requests of these two
entertainments will do so too : and happy those that con-
tent themselves with these, or any other so easy and so
innocent, and do not trouble the world, or other men,
because they cannot be quiet themselves, though no body
hurts them!
When all is done, human life is, at the greatest and the
best, but like a froward child, that must be played with
and humoured a little to keep it quiet till it falls asleep, and
then the care is over.
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